




































































As with any project of this magnitude, however,
many important tasks necessarily remain to be accomplished.
As I noted in my November 15 letter, review of the £final
environmental impact statement, authorization by California
of a $35 million bond issue, and completion of additional
financial arrangements are anticipated events important
to the ultimate success of the exposition. If complications
should arise with these or other aspects of the preparations
for the exposition, it could become appropriate for you
or your successor to consider withdrawing Federal recognition.
Section 5 of P.L. 91-269 expressly provides that the President
may withdraw Federal recognition or participation should
he determine that continued recognition or participation
would be contrary to the public interest or the purposes
of the Act.

Respectfully,

Elliot I.. Richardson
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DEPARTMENT OF STAT=
WASHINGTON

Octobaxr 27, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
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From: Charles W. R0b1ns on, Acting Secretary

Subject: Registration of the 1981 Los Angeles
~ Universal Exposition with the Bureau
of International Expositions (BIE)

In 1975 the organizers of the Los Angeles, California
General First Category (Univexsal) Exposition to be held
in 1981 applied to the Departments of Commerce and State
for Federal recognition under Public Law 91-269 of May 27,
1970. Federal recognition is necessary in order to obtain
official international recognition and to qualify for
Federal financial support.

I understand that a comprehensive and favorable study
~of the Los Angeles project is now in process of being for-
warded to you by the Secretary of Commerce.

PL 91-269 requires a finding by the Secretary of State
that the proposed exposition "qualifies for consideration
of registration” by the BIE. This is the case, as the 1981
date has now officially been reserved by the BIE for a
universal exposition to be held near Los Angeles. This
action by the BIE now qualifies the exposition for official
BIE registration at the next plenary session on November 17,
1976, provided that official U.S. Federal recognition has
been obtained before that date.

The Department of State considers the Los Angeles
exposition, with the theme of "People to People -~ Pathways
to Understanding," worthy of support.




-

If it is found that the Los Angeles 1981 Exposition
ifies for Federal recognition, I would appreciate
ructions so that the Department of State might pro-

promptly with diplomatic action designed to win
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Honorable Elliot L. Richardson
Secretary of Commerce
- Washington, D.C.
Re: Federal Recognition of EXPO '81

Dear Mr. Secretéry:

fursuant to the requirements of P,.L. 91-269, I have
reviewed your report and recommendations concerning EXPO '81,
an International General Catego:y I (Universal) Exposition
proposed to be held in the County of San Bernardino, California,
on the site of the Ontario Motor Speedway.. I have also
reviewed your letter of December 17 indicating that the
Bureau of International Expositions has decided that EXPO '8l
will be formally registered 6nce Federal recognition is

granted.

Having reviewed your report and recommendations, I have
determined that Federal recognition of EXPO 81 is in the
national interest. As youfDecember lﬂ letter points out,
important tasks remain to be accomplished, and I will rely
upon you to monitor their completion to assuré that EXPO '81
can be successfully developed and executed. I am satisfied,
however, that the preparation made and the commitments
obtained to date justify my granting Federal recognition.
Accordingly, I have asked the Secretary of State to notify
the Bureau of International Expositions of the action I have
takepntoday, and I would appreciate your taking the appropriate
steps to notify the Congress, in accordance with Section

2(c) of P.L. 91-269.
Sincerely,

Gerald R. Ford



Honorable Henry Kissinger
Secretary of State
Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Secretary,
In accordance with the provisions of P.L. 91-269, I
have received a report from the Secretary of Commerce recoﬁmending
that Federal recognition be granted to EXPO '81l, a General
Category I (Universal) International Exposition proposed to
be held at Ontario, California, in 1981. I have also been
advised that at its November 17 meeting in Paris, the Bureau
of International Expositions decided that EXPO '81 will be
formally registered once Federal recognition is granted.
Having reviewed the report and recommendations of the
Secretary of Commerce, I have determined that Federal reéogn
nition of EXPO '81 is in the national interest and have
today taken action to grant Federal recognition. Accordingly,
I would appreciate your instructing the United States delegate
to the Bureau of International Expositions to notify the

Bureau of my action.
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Statement by the President ~ Federal
Recognition for Expo '81

It gives me great pleasure to announce that I have

toéay granted Federal recognition to "Expo '81," a woxrld's
' [[Fornie. .

fair to be held in San Bernardino Cougggéy/ﬁggg;éingly,
I have directed the Secretary of State to notify the
Bureau of International Expositiéns, which decided at itg
November 17 meeting in Paris that Expo 'Sl would be formaliy
registered once it received federal recognition.

Pursuant to P.L. 91-269, the Department of Commerce
has evaluated the plans for the exposition, and I have
received Secretary Richardson's report reééﬁﬁéﬁding that-.."
federal recognition to Expo '81 be granted. This report
recognizes that other tasks remain to be accomplished --
for example, environmental factors will be further considered
upon receipt of public comments on the draft Environmental
Impact Statement now being circulated, and’additional
financial arrangements must still be made, including the
planned authorization of a $35 million bond issue by the
State of Califorxrnia. I am satisfied, however, that the
preparations made and the commitments obtained to date
fully justify my decision to grant federal recognition.

Those who were fortunate enough to Qisit other recent
world's fairs —-- in Spokane, in San Antonié, in Seattle,

or in Montreal, know the great economic, social and



cultural benefits which such an andertaking brings to
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on as well as to the Nztica. The staging of an
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exposition reqguires substantial construction activity and
produces a wide variety of other employment Qpportunities.
Expo '81 will attract touiisté from across the ﬁaéion and
around the world who will also visit many og:Zther attractions
throughout that begutiful part of the country. This
vworld's fair,® which will be hzld on the site of theAOntario
Motor Speedway on the outskirts of Los Angeles,vwill celebrate
the 200th anniversary of the founding of the City of Los
Angeles.

With the support of the American people and the
residents of Southern Califorrnis, Expo '81 will be a‘great
success and a cornerstone'mérkiéé the beginningkof America‘s

"Third Century." I look forwardéd to having the opportunity

to visit Expo"Sl.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE

SUBJECT: EXPO '81

I am impressed with the quality of work done to date by the
EXPO '81 organizers. Their vision and commitment have
produced the groundwork for an international exposition
which could bring economic, social, and cultural benefits to
both the region and the Nation.

However, I do not believe that the EXPO '81 planning process
has yet reached the point where it merits Federal recognition.
I refer specifically to the concerns you expressed regarding
the financing of EXPO '8l.

I understand that final commitments on elements of the
financing package may be contingent on Federal recognition
being granted. I do believe, however, that the financial
arrangements should progress further (particularly the

$35 million State of California bond issue) before recognition
is granted.

Therefore, in your communications to the EXPO '81 organizers,
I would appreciate your informing them of my overall support
for EXPO '81l. Be as specific as possible in instructing
them about additional steps they should take in order to
secure recognition.
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December 20, 1976
ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL
MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CANNON
FROM: JIM CONNORAQ 4
SUBJECT: Expo '8l -- a World's Fair proposed

to be held in Ontario, Canada

The President reviewed your memorandum of December 17 on the
above subject and approved the following:

Option #1 - Grant Recognition.

To implement this decision, the President signed the following
documents:

Letter to Secretary of Commerce granting recognition but
asking him to monitor the progress of EXPO '8l developments,

Letter to Secretary of State asking him to inform BIE that
recognition has been granted to EXPO '81,

In addition, a Presidential Statement was signed which
grants recgonition but specifies conditions which need to
be met to retain recognition.

With a copy of this memorandum, the signed documents are being
given to Robert Linder for appropriate handling.

Please follow-up with any other action that is necessary.
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cc: Dick Cheney {
Robert Linder
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 15, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN
LPeBERT T. HARTMANN
JACK MARSH
MAX FRIEDERSDORF
JIM LYNN
BILL SEIDMAN

FROM: JIM CANNON;%kZﬁe§angaﬁq_(//

SUBJECT: Presidential Recognition of EXPO '81

Please review the attached draft decision memorandum to the
President re: Federal recognition of EXPO '81 -- a proposed
World's Fair to be held in Ontario, California.

I would appreciate your comments and recommendations by
noon, Thursday, December 16.
e s e




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTOHN, D.C. 20503

-

DEC 1 6 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR:  JIM CANNON i
FROM: DANIEL P. KEARNELSSC.
SUBJECT: Presidential Recognitioﬁkpf EXPO '81

This is in response to your memorandum of December 15, 1976, to
Jim Lynn requesting comments on a draft decision memorandum to the
President re: Federal recognition of EXPO '81--a proposed World's
Fair to be held in Ontario, California.

We have no comments on the memorandum itself; it appears to present
adequately both sides of the issue. We continue to believe, however,
that Federal recognition of EXPO '81 should be withheld pending
further review and clarification of the financial problems surrounding
the proposal. There are no new arguments presented in the paper which
were not considered when we previously recommended against recognition.

It should be noted that we are planning to include in the President's
FY 1978 budget for the Department of Commerce, $200,000 specifically
for the purpose of analyzing the cost/benefit of this and other
similar proposals and developing recommendations on an appropriate
Federal role, if any. Results from this study should be available in
time to be reflected in the FY 1979 budget.

We believe it is more prudent to await completion of the above study
before the Federal Government makes even a "conditional" commitment
to the proposed EXPO. We therefore recommend that recognition be
denied at this time.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 16, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES M. CANNON
FROM: L. WILLIAM SEIDMANW

SUBJECT: Presidential Recognition of EXPO '81

I recommend that the President grant Federal recognition to
EXPO '81 (Option #1). I also recommend that the President

sign the statement at Tab A granting recognition but speci-
fying conditions which need to be met to retain recognition
and that the President sign the letters to the Secretaries

of State and Commerce at Tabs B and C.
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